
Seaports are the main gateways for global trade and play a key role in supply chain strategies. Continued 
growth in port throughput volumes and changing maritime patterns are putting significant pressure on 
governments/municipalities, port owners/operators and real estate developers and investors to provide the 
needed infrastructure to support future growth. 

Jones Lang LaSalle’s report ‘European Seaports: the growing logistics opportunity’ identifies the main drivers 
impacting the future European port landscape and the potential of new port-centric logistics strategies

European Container Ports

European TEU port throughput forecast 
to grow by 50% by 2030

Top 5 European container ports by 
throughput in 2012
(million TEU)

Rotterdam North-Range 11.87
Hamburg North-Range  8.86
Antwerp North-Range  8.64
Bremerhaven North-Range  6.28
Valencia Mediterranean  4.47

Top 5 European container ports in terms of 
% growth 2010-2012
excluding pure transhipment hubs

Gdansk Baltic Sea 60%
Thamesport UK 34%
Novorossijsk East-Med 28%
St. Petersburg Baltic Sea 25%
Hamina-Kotka Baltic Sea 25%
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TEU port throughput by region
>500,000 by region excl. transhipment 
ports where only a minimum of goods are 
transported into the hinterland
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72% 67 million TEU 
handled in ports recording >500,000 TEU 
throughput in 2012 but excluding pure 
transhipment hubs with minimal 
hinterland traffic

87% 83 million TEU 
handled in ports recording 
>500,000 TEU throughput in 2012

100% 95 million TEU 
handled in European container 
ports in 2012

The bulk of European port container throughput is 
shipped through a limited number of ports

North Range

Mediterranean
5 out of 7 Mediterranean ports are 
pure transhipment hubs with no or 
only limited inland-bound traffic

UK
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East Mediterranean

TEU: twenty-foot equivalent units, length x width x depth below water in metres
Source: The Geography of Transport Systems, Jean-Paul Rodrigue

Triple-E (2013-)
18000 TEU, 400 x 59 x 15,5 m

New Panamax (2014-)
12500 TEU, 366 x 49 x 15,2 m

Post Panamax Plus (2000-)
6000 – 8000 TEU, 300 x 43 x 14,5 m

Post Panamax (1988-)
4000 – 5000 TEU, 285 x 40 x 13 m

Panamax Max (1985-)
3400 – 4500 TEU, 290 x 32 x 12,5 m

Fully Celluar (1970-)
1000 – 2500 TEU, 215 x 32 x 12,5 m

Early container ship (1956-)
500 – 800 TEU, 137 x 17 x 9 m

The evolution of container ships

Only 20 ports
are able to accommodate 
18,000 TEU ships by 
end 2012; most are 
located along the 
Northern European 
coastline

Drivers of change in maritime transport

Growing 
concentration 
of trade on increasingly 
larger ships will limit the 
number of port locations able 
to accommodate the size of 
these ships

none



The desirables of port-centric logistics 

Reduced 
transport costs

Limiting empty miles (back-journeys) 
and less-than-truckload

Increased certainty 
of delivery / speed to market

Reduced risk 
of damage

Responsiveness to increasing 
environmental pressure

Elimination
of weight restrictions

Between 20 to 30 million sq m
of additional distribution facilities is likely to be needed by 2030

~ 250 million sq m
Estimated European distribution stock

21% in port markets 

~ 20%
of the total European distribution 
stock is located in the major port 

markets (ports exceeding 
500,000 TEU annually

 in 2012).

Port-centric logistics real estate – supporting a 
better supply chain management

The partial opening of the Arctic Route (around 
4 months a year during summer) passing north 
of Russia can shorten travel time by almost two 
weeks.

This could potentially have a significant impact on 
Asia-Europe traffic calling on North Range or Baltic 
Sea ports.

The Arctic Route


